So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.
What a statement for a world full of people who are destined to be judged at the end of their lives because of their sin nature; a nature that they can do nothing about on their own. God never wanted to see anyone have to pay the penalty for that sin nature, so He Himself became a man and came to this earth in the form of Jesus, fully God and fully man, so that no one would have to pay any kind of penalty for their sin. Christ would pay for the sin for all people of all time, and He would do it once and for all so that all people could be reconciled to God and have eternity in Heaven upon their physical death. And what was the price that we had to pay to get this awful burden off our backs; a burden that haunts most people in one form or another whether they're willing to admit it or not? There was no price, there were no works that had to be performed. We do not have to crawl five blocks over broken glass. We don't have to pull out our fingernails with a pliers each time we sin. And we don't have to do anything some priest, bishop, or pastor tells us we must do in order to get saved and stay saved. God gives it to everyone as a free gift of faith when we simply believe that Christ died on the cross for our sins. Because of that death and His subsequent resurrection combined with our faith in what He did for us, God declares the believer righteous and will see their sin no more, even sin they may yet commit in the future. And that is why Paul can write in verse 1:
So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ
Jesus.
Once you truly believe, you're in and you won't ever be tossed out because now you're one with Christ and your salvation and eternity are assured. Remember what we read in Hebrews 10:17,18?
17 Then he adds, "I will never again remember their sins and lawless deeds. " 
Now when sins have been forgiven, there is no need to offer any more sacrifices.
You see the work of Christ was so complete that He perfected us forever. He offered one sacrifice for sin forever. When the accomplishment of Christ's act on the cross becomes the reality in our lives, there will never be any condemnation. Now that doesn't mean that the believer won't ever sin again because he/she will sin, but that sin will not bring condemnation, as John tells us in 1 John 1:5-10: Those who hold to the philosophy, "Life is all about me," which, incidentally is the dominant theme of our time, can never please God no matter how good they may try to be. You might ask, "Well, I know some atheists who give a lot of money to their favorite charities, Isn't that doing good?" It's good from a human standpoint, but God knows the heart. Someone may give $10,000 for cancer research, and yet submit an income tax return that does not accurately reflect their true income. That same person could be cheating on his wife or husband, or ignoring the children, or any number of other things. According to God the only things one does that please Him are those things that are done to fulfill His will and for His glory. Giving $1 to the church to help feed the hungry or carry the Gospel message to the lost when you only have $10, and doing it in the name of Jesus Christ, that would please God. When Curt Schilling was interviewed after game 6 of the ALCS playoff series, He gave all the credit to God rather than telling everybody how great he was. That certainly pleased God. But anyone who has not received Jesus as Savior or at least called upon the name of God to help them understand the process for pleasing God, will not please God under any circumstances.
And you know what? People are all created by God for the purpose of pleasing Him. We all have it built right into our programming to use a computer analogy. If we don't function according to the way we were designed, we won't run as efficiently as we could, and there is a good likelihood that we'll break down, just like an eight cylinder car that someone tries to run on five cylinders. We'll sputter and jerk and frequently be in for repair. If we can't please God, our life is not going to experience the kind of fulfillment we could have by living according to His will for us. Now let's take a look at verse nine, Romans 8:9: Those who receive Jesus as their Savior have a spiritual resurrection and someday they're going to have a bodily resurrection as well. If there's any question in your mind about the word, "resurrection," It means your body will rise from the grave and be united with your soul in a physical body that no longer contains a sin nature. If you are saved, you will have the same kind of body as Jesus had when He rose from the grave. So if you have any images of going to Heaven and existing as a form of gaseous substance like Casper the friendly ghost, you can put those ideas to rest (no pun intended). You will have a physical body very much like the one you have now. This new heavenly body, however, will be perfect in every way. It will never get sick, never get sad, never get tired, and never die. And you won't spend your time floating around on a cloud playing a harp, but you'll be having the time of your new life, enjoying everything you do to the utmost and doing it all to the glory of God. Just as Jesus regenerated believers spiritually, He will regenerate them physically as well.
Now all of this work that God is doing in us is a result of the work of the Holy Spirit. We've talked about the Holy Spirit before and will many times again. Some of you may have some questions about who the Holy Spirit is and just what He does. The Holy Spirit brings to the believer all of God. In a genuine sense, the Holy Spirit is our representative sent from God to be with us constantly during our lifetime (see John 14:16). The Holy Spirit is God in you. How can God be three in one? Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? I don't know and neither does anyone else. But the Bible clearly states this is the nature of God. God wants to be near you, so He has devised a way to come and live within you so that He can make you as good as you want to be. Anytime we ask God for something that God knows is good for us, He will grant it. When we ask for something and He knows that something is bad for us, even though we think it would be good for us, He does not give it to us. The Holy Spirit interprets that will of God to us and also communicates the thoughts of our heart to God. Listen to the promise we find in This is also something you're never going to figure out while you're on this earth. You have no idea how many people don't like to pray because they don't think their words are grand enough or they can't put thoughts together that will please God. Well fear no more because no matter what you say or how you say it, your prayers, your words go through the filter of the Holy Spirit and He makes the feelings of your heart to be most eloquent before God. Think of it this way: the Holy Spirit is God walking next to you every moment of every day. He will protect you, provide for your needs, and teach you, if you only ask. When you pray you might even want to think of Him as sitting in a chair next to you or directly across from you and saying, "Come on AJ. I love you so much. I want to know everything that is in your heart so that I can give you everything I know is the very best for you." The Holy Spirit is God and the power of God is always available to us.
Let's pause for a moment and recall just what the Holy Spirit does for the person who receives Jesus as their personal Savior. He frees us from our bondage to sin and death. He enables us to fulfill God's Law. He changes our nature and makes us all new on the inside. And someday when these mortal bodies we now live in are resurrected, He will If we have received Christ as Savior, we no longer need to follow those things we know are sinful, for that is the part of our life we no longer want to pursue thanks to the work of Christ and the Holy Spirit now living within us. In verses twelve and thirteen we see that because of the great gift we have been given, we now have a great responsibility. We have a responsibility to wage war against the temptation to sin that will always be with us until we die. And now you have all the power of God living within you to win that war.
Do you remember what we told you last week? That we believed in a very important theological truth, and that truth was that everything that is a fact is also a responsibility. That also applies to faith. The faith and salvation we are given by God is a free gift. Once we receive that free gift, we owe a great debt to God and that debt is to be responsible to live within His will. Those who are not saved do not have such responsibility because, if you'll remember, they cannot keep the Law of God because they do not have the power of the Holy Spirit available to them. A person who is saved has the responsibility to do the leg work and God gives them the power to accomplish what He requires of them. God also handles the miracles when they're necessary.
When the Holy Spirit of God is in you, the full power of God comes with Him. There is a very obvious equation between the Holy Spirit and power in the Scripture. This is an essential reality that we need branded on our minds and heart because we need to know that as Christians, people who possess the Holy Spirit of God, we have the power to overcome sin. This is very important for us to know because if we are not seeing victory in our lives over sin, it's not because we lack the power for victory. It's a lack of our activating that power in order to obtain victory.
Keep in mind that sometimes there are obstacles in our lives that keep that power from working to its fullest, even when we seek to the best of our ability to activate it. In those cases we must take steps to remove those obstacles. Those obstacles could be our own willfulness, a desire to control our own lives, or some deeper psychological obstacles. We can again, however, call on the power of the Holy Spirit to help us become aware of the nature of the obstacle that may exist. God wants those obstacles removed from our lives as much or more than we do. He wants to show us which steps to take in order to allow the Holy spirit to break through those obstacles. So He will answer the prayer to show us what steps to take to remove the obstacles that stand in the way of our living in victory. We must then take whatever action is indicated, according to the nature of the obstacle. Then, as we continue to submit to the Holy Spirit, He strengthens us "in the power of His might" giving us the victory over sin in our lives. Being controlled by the Holy Spirit and being controlled by the Word of Christ go hand in hand. If you want to live a Spirit-filled life, don't look for some out of body experience. Simply get your life under the control of the Word of God. As you saturate your heart and mind with the truth of the Word of God, it will begin to show in Spiritcontrolled behavior. You must saturate yourself with the Word of God so that whenever situations come at you, your involuntary trigger responses are godly.
Think on these things throughout the week and we'll pick up again on this theme next week.
